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ABSTRACT

The article explores the features of the Moldovan migrant's children integration in Italy and the
dynamics and particularities of the second-generation formation. The study is based on statistical
data analysis on the Moldovan communities of immigrants in Italy and the integration of migrant
children into educational institutions. The risk factors of social adaptation of children of Moldovan
migrants based on the sociological quantitative and qualitative research conducted in 2015-2019
are analyzed. The study results show that the children of Moldovan migrants face difficulties
integrating into Italian society, even though they have more opportunities than their parents.
There are specific differences in children’s integration depending on the age of arrival in Italy, the
success in learning the Italian language, the type of family (full or single parent, mixed family), and
the intensity of social contacts. Children of migrants born in Italy do not experience significant
difficulties in social integration, primarily thanks to their knowledge of the Italian language.
Children from mixed families where one of the parents is an Italian citizen also do not have a
problem. The most significant difficulties are encountered by young people who arrived in Italy
as teenagers and have lived in Moldova for a long time with other relatives since their parents
moved to Italy for work. The need to reunite with the family after 5-10 years of separation from
parents, sometimes with a new mixt family, creates additional psychological and socio-cultural
barriers in the process of integrating children in Italy.

Keywords: international migration, educational integration, children of immigrants, Moldovan migrants,
second generations

Articolul evidentiaza particularitatile de integrare a copiilor migrantilor moldoveni in Italia,
dinamica si specificul formarii celei de-a doua generatii. Studiul se bazeaza pe analiza datelor
statistice privind comunitatile de imigranti originari din Republica Moldova si integrarea copiilor
migrantilor in institutile de Tnvatamant, precum si pe rezultatele cercetarilor sociologice
cantitative si calitative realizate in anii 2015-2019. Intr-o maniera complexa sunt analizati factorii
de risc ai adaptarii sociale a copiilor migrantilor moldoveni. Rezultatele studiului arata ca acestia
se confrunta cu o serie de dificultati in integrarea Tn societatea italiana, in ciuda faptului ca au
mai multe oportunitati decat parintii lor. Exista unele diferente in procesul de integrare a copiilor
care depind de varsta de sosire in straindtate, succesul in insusirea limbii italiene, tipul de familie
(completa, monoparentala sau mixta), precum si intensitatea contactelor sociale. Copiii migrantilor
nascuti In Italia nu TIntdmpina dificultati semnificative in integrarea sociala, datorita cunoasterii
limbii italiene. De mai multe beneficii se bucura si copiii nascuti in familiile mixte in care unul
dintre parinti este cetatean italian. Cele mai mari dificultati le-au intampinat copiii care au ajuns in
Italia la varsta de adolescenta si care au locuit o perioada indelungata in Moldova alaturi de alte
rude atunci cand parintii lor au plecat in strdindtate in cautarea unuiloc de munca. Necesitatea de
a se reuni cu familia dupa 5-10 ani de separare cu parintii, uneori cu o familie noua mixta, creeaza
bariere psihologice si socioculturale suplimentare in procesul de integrare a copiilor in Italia.

Cuvinte cheie: migratia internationald, integrare educationald, copiii imigrantilor, migranti moldoveni,
generatii secunde

B cTaTbe ocBelLatoTC OCOHBEHHOCTM MHTErpaumm feteil MOAAABCKUX MUTPaHToB B WTanuw,
AVHaMUKa © cneundunka GopMmMpoBaHMA BTOPOro mnokoneHws. MccnesoBaHve OCHOBAHO
Ha aHanm3e CTaTUCTUYeCKMX AaHHbIX O COoO0bLLecTBaX MOAAABCKUX UMMUrpaHToOB B WTanuny,
MHTerpauun Jetei-MUrpaHToB B obpa3oBaTesibHble YyupexzAeHus, a Takke pesynbTaTax
KONIMYECTBEHHbIX M Ka4YeCTBEHHbIX COLMON0MNMYeCcKNX UCcce40BaHuii, NpoBeseHHbIx B 2015-2019
rr. AHanM3npyrTCca GakTopbl pUcka CoUManbHON ajanTauun feTeil MOAAABCKUX MUTPAHTOB.
PesynbTatbl nccnefgoBaHWS MOKasbIBAKOT, YTO AeTU MOJILABCKUX MUMPAHTOB CTalKMBAKOTCA C
LuenbiM psagoM TPYAHOCTEN MpU UHTEerpauvm B UTaNbsAHCKOE 06LLeCcTBO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO
OHW MMelOT 60Jiblle TakMX BO3MOXHOCTEN, YeM mx poamtenn. CyulecTByHOT onpejeneHHble
pasnnuusa B MHTErpaLumn getein B 3aBUCUMOCTM OT BO3pacTa NpubbIiTia B VTanumio, ycnewwHocTy
B OCBOEHWN UTANIbAHCKOrO A3bIKa, TUMNa ceMbW (MOSIHAA VAW HEnoJ/IHada, CMelWaHHasa cemMb4), a
TaKkXke WHTEHCUMBHOCTU COLMasIbHbIX KOHTakToB. [leT MWrpaHToB, poavBlunecs B WTanuu,
He VCMbITbIBAOT KakMX-NMMB0 3HaYMMbIX TPYAHOCTEN B Mpouecce COUManbHOM MHTerpaumn, B
nepBylo0 ouvepeb, 6narogaps 3HaHUIO UTANbAHCKOrO fA3blka. [leTn 13 CMeLLaHHbIX cemei, rae
OAVH 13 poauTeneil ABASETCS rpaXxaaHuHoM UTanum, Takxe vMeroT 60Mblue npenmyLLecTB.
C HambonbWMMK TPYAHOCTAMWU CTa/IKMBAKOTCA MOOAble AN, MpubbiBwne B WTanuio B
MoAPOCTKOBOM BO3pacTe, U KOTopble A/nTeNbHOe BpeMs npoxvsany B Mongose C Apyrvmu
POACTBEHHMKAMMK, C TeX MOp Kak WX POAMTens Bblexanun B Moucke paboTbl. HeobxoanMmocTb
BOCCOeAMHeHUs C ceMbel nocne 5-10 net pasnykm C poguTensmum, MHOrga ¢ HOBOM CMELLaHHOM
ceMbeli, Co3jaeT AONONHUTENbHbIE MCUXOIOrMYecKme N COLMOKYNbTYPHbIe bapbepbl B MpoLecce
VHTerpauuu geteri B Utanun.

Kntouegeie cn108a: MexOyHAPOOHAs Mu2payus, 06pa308amenbHAs UHMezpayus, oemu UMMU2PAHMOS,
Mos1008CKUe MU2PAHMBbI, 8MOPOE NOKOAEHUE
87



ECONOMY and SOCIOLOGY

INTRODUCTION

Over the past decades, about a quarter of
Moldova's population have left their homeland
in search of work and a better life (Gagauz et. al,
2021). For many of them, short-term labor
migration has turned into immigration with
permanent residence in the host country.
Currently, the largest communities of
Moldovan emigrants are located in Italy - over
122 thousand Moldovan legal residents (ISTAT
2021). In the last few years the number of those
who acquired ltalian citizenship practically
outnumbered those who emigrated to Italy
from Moldova. In 2014, there were about 150
thousand Moldovan legal residents. According
to the official data, about 30 thousand
Moldovan migrants had obtained Italian
citizenship until 2022 (MLSP 2022). Currently,
an increase in the number of naturalization
cases is expected because many Moldovan
migrants have been living in Italy for more than
10 years. The share of young Moldovan
migrantswentup by almost20%. Theyacquired
Italian citizenship through transmission by
submitting applications when they turned 18
years old.

Since 2010 the number of Moldovan childrenin
Italian kindergartens and schools has been
exceeding 20 thousand every year and has
currently reached about 26 thousand (MIUR
2022). In addition, about 2500 Moldovan
students are registered at universities. Most of
them finished schools in Italy and then opted
for further studies (MLSP 2022). The
considerable number of Moldovan children
bornin Italy is relevant for the formation of the
second generations. However, these children
do not obtain Italian citizenship at birth

LITERATURE REVIEW

The immigrants’ children in the host countries
have attracted the researchers’ and authorities’
attention from the perspective of attested
vulnerabilities. At the same time, child integra-
tion is considered a stage in the transformation
process from temporary to long-term or even
permanent migration. These aspects have been
frequently studied in the last two decades
(Bolzman et. al. 2017, Ricucci 2022).

The process of social and educational integra-
tion of migrant childrenis extremelyimportant,
andis akeyfactorforasuccessfulmanagement
of this phenomenon (Giovinazzi & Cocchi 2022,
Santagati & Colussi 2021, Mucomel 2013,
Poalelungi 2012). Their well-being depends on
the successful integration into schools. This
fact applies not only to children of immigrants,
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(according to the IUS SOLI principle). They can
only submitan application when they reach the
age of 18. The last data show that about 20
thousand children of Moldovan citizens have
been bornin Italy (MLSP 2022).

The integration process is considered to be an
important stage in the adaptation of migrants
and their children in the host country.
Nowadays Italy witnesses the formation of a
second generation of Moldovan immigrants.
The second generations are actually post-
migration generations (came out of migration
processes), they are descendants of parents
who emigrated. These new generations
represent a bridge between the country of
origin - Moldova - and the country of
residence - Italy, between the migrant parents
and the host country society. Unlike their
parents, children of immigrants choose to self-
identify differently and it matters if they had
migration experiences. This factalsoinfluences
their intentions regarding the future. A series
of factors related to the emigration causes,
such as the family background and the specifics
of the host country, affect the intentions of
young migrants and the integration success.

What actually happens to Moldovan children
when they arrive abroad? What difficulties do
they face, who helps them? What is the
specificity of their educational and social
integration? To what extent do the following
factorsmatter:the age atwhichtheyemigrated,
the family situation, the migration network,
the knowledge of Italian? How do they self-
identify and what are their future intentions?
This study aims to answer these questions.

who had migration experiences, but also to
those born in the host country (Ambrosetti et.
al. 2022, Gabrielli & Impicciatore 2022). The
failure to integrate into school leads to the re-
emigration or return of the children to the
country of origin. Such cases are quite numero-
us among migrants (Triventi et al. 2022). It is
attested that there are different trends and
educational and training pathways in different
integration  contexts - countries,  regions,
cities. These aspects must be subject to a
thorough analysis (Colombo & Rebughini 2012,
Crul 2012, Bertozzi 2016).

Good language knowledge can predict the
success of immigrant children’s educational
integration. This variable predominates during
the first adaptation period. (Cavicchiolo et al.




2020). The academic success increases the
motivation for integration as well as the level of
self-esteem (Di_Bartolomeo et. al. 2017).
Immigrants’ children actually represent the
keystone of the family’s migration project.
Usually they have very high expectations.
Several studies highlight the gap between the
level of expectations and the real chances that
the children of immigrants have (Feliciano &
Lanuza 2016). In reality they still have difficulties
in keeping up with the natives, either because
of poor knowledge of the language or because
traditionally the immigrant communities have a
moderate level of schooling (Engzell 2019). The
particularities of integration depend on the
family’'s migration background and the
involvement of women into this process
(Marchetti & Venturini 2014).

There are several risk factors that can affect the
success of migrant children’s social adaptation
process. Lack of equal opportunities,
underperformance, prejudice and
discrimination, antisocial attitude affect the
children of immigrants, especially during
adolescence (Bohman et. al. 2019, Di Bartolomeo
2017, Feliciano & Lanuza 2017). Some gender
related aspects have also been mentioned
among risk factors for the successful integration
of young immigrants (Bozzetti 2019, Mantovani et
al. 2018, ISTAT 2020). The advantages offered
young immigrants by access to citizenship
remain important in terms of overcoming the
difficulties (Artero & Ambrosini 2022). The
significant role of the host country local and
central authorities in the efficient and
responsible application of the integration
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policies has been emphasized. (Collyer et. al.
2020). A high level of integration of migrants and
their children is reflected by their participation
in society in general, with special reference to
the institutional level: labour market,
financial-banking sector, health and educational
systems.

Some specific new social effects were noted in
reference to emigration from Moldova. The
development of the ,culture of migration”, along
with other push factors, influence the emigration
intentions, especially in young people (Tabac &
Gagauz 2020). Depending on the context of
integration, the social memory retains the
migration experiences as ,fingerprints”. This
leads to a specific attitude and behavior. It has
been established that there is a connection
between social memory, social capital, self-
identification and belonging to a certain society,
culture, history, etc. (Bozhkov &lgnatova 2020).

The literature review highlighted the existence
of multiple factors that influence the integration
of immigrants' children. During the long period
of emigration to Italy (about 30 years) large
communities of Moldovan migrants have been
emerging, including post-migration
generations - second generations. Therefore, it
is very important to study the educational
integration and future migration orientations.
The purpose of the research is to determine the
particularities of the Moldovan migrant
children’s integration process into educational
institutions in Italy (kindergartens, schools,
universities); to analyze the formation features
of second generations.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND DATA

The study is based on official data of the Italian
National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT), Ministry
of Labor and Social Policies (MLSP), Ministry of
Education (MIUR) etc. The data regarding the
presence of Moldovan citizens in Italy, the
enrolment of Moldovan students in educational
institutions have been analysed along with case

Table 1:

study data and focus group discussions. In
addition, quantitative and qualitative studies
carried out in 2015-2019 have been used. The
qguestionnaire-based survey included 100
young Moldovan migrants in Italy, 18-23 years
old. Their socio-demographic profile is pre-
sented in (Table 1).

Socio-demographic profile of young Moldovan migrants in Italy included in Survey

Age (years)

Sex

18-20 58,0
21-23 42,0

Male 43,0
Female 57,0
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Level of education

Age at mother/father’s emigration to Italy

Length of stay in Italy

MAIN
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%

Secondary education 36,0
Special secondary studies 25,0
Tertiary education 39,0
1-5years old 17,0

6-10 years old 51,0
More than 10 years 32,0
2-3 years 29,0

4-9 years 48,0

More than 10 years 23,0

The study data were corroborated with the
data of the 31 questionnaires filled in by
migrant parents. The selection of respondents
was done according to the snowball method.
Most migrant parents are from the Italian
regions of Lazio, Lombardy, Emilia-Romagna,
Veneto, Tuscany. Many of them have been
living in Italy for 10-15 years and more.

Additionally, 25 in-depth interviews with young
Moldovan migrants, 20 - with Moldovan

RESULTS

The empiric data show that many Moldovan
children perceived the migration as a radical
change, namely the integration into a new
school, society in another country. In most
cases the first months abroad did not pass
without tears, without the need to rebel. The
young respondents mentioned being rgistered
in the new schools according to their age or in

teenagers born in lItaly and 50 in-depth
interviews with experts have been carried out.
The last category included representatives of
Italian and Moldovan institutions (Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and European Integration,
Migration and Asylum Bureau, Diaspora
Relations Bureau, IDOS Centre, social services,
high schools), academicenvironment, migration
experts, cultural mediators, judges,
pedagogues, psychologists, journalists,
missionary priests, etc.

lower grades with 1-3 years younger children.
They talked about the benefits of gradual
integration or the immediate consequences of
integration forced by circumstances. The
stories of these children differ from case to
case. The children often had the feeling that
they have not justified their parents’
expectations:

,When | came to ltaly it was very difficult. | didn’t know the language, | had to make new friends.

The school was new. | had new teachers”..

,You feel disconnected from your own origins, from culture, from the habit of always hearing the
mother tongue; it's hard to identify with a certain culture”.

The (long) period of being away from the mother
or both parents who had been working abroad,
had several repercussions on the children,
including on their integration in the host
country. Where the decision to emigrate was
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more. The emigration experience found the
children totally unprepared: morally,
psychologically, linguistically, etc.
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, The children who came from Moldova in the first decade of the 21st century have a trauma from the
period in which they lived in Moldova, in many cases alone - with neighbors, grandparents, brothers,
sisters, relatives (without parents). They went to school in Moldova. Reuniting with the family, coming to
ltaly, those children integrated into the school in Italy very quickly and easily. But at the same time there
is also a very big difference, because it is clear that they are psychologically stressed children - they have
certain psychological problems, especially in the mother-child relationship. They suffered a trauma
when they were small being left at home - it is very difficult to marginalize it”.

In the interview the cultural mediator said:

One of the experts interviewed who suppor-
ted the integration of Moldovan children in

kindergartens and schools in Italy attracted
attention to the emotional impact that
entering a new school has on the migrant
child’s life:

,The migrant child enters the school door and knows no one. The teacher must understand that he
doesn't talk to him not because he doesn't know the subject or doesn’t want to, he actually knows, but
atsome moments he cantanswerimmediately. The child feels responsible in front of his parents - because

he wants to prove them that he is brave”.

The children who followed their parents
abroad at the age of 10-12, mentioned that the
adaptation period was long and difficult. Many

of them, being students with good academic
success in Moldova, experienced communica-
tion difficulties of at school in the first months:

LIt was quite complicated for me and my sister. She had to pass the secondary school exams, and | - the
exam at the end of high school studies, but we both didn’t know anything in Italian”.

For some young Moldovans migration was a
true test of maturity; early maturity that made
them very responsible. The respondents say
that studying abroad facilitates the integration

process, especially for children of Moldovan
migrants. They overcome the difficultes after a
certain period of time:

, This experience mobilized me and after a year | was already one of the best students at school, and this
revealed the characteristics that we have - perseverance and tenacity”.

The parents confirm the problems the young
migrants had in the first months of stay in Italy:
learning Italian, the integration/adaptation in a
new school, a new country. Only 4 parents said
that their children had not encountered any
problems as the integration was gradual.

The young migrants who participated in the
research were aware of the importance of

Table 2:

learning Italian in order to integrate into the
society. First of all, they mention the need to
learn Italian to integrate in kindergartens or
schools, as well as to interact with children and
adults. Most of those who have been in Italy for
more than 10 years said they had very good
knowledge of Italian. The situation is different
for those who have been in Italy for up to 3
years (Table 2).

Knowledge of the Italian language related to period of stay abroad, %

Up to 3 years

Period of stay
abroad

3-9 years
10 years and more

TOTAL

Source: based on the Survey data
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Very good Good Suficient
10,0 62,0 28,0
70,0 28,0 2,0
87,0 13,0 0
56,6 34,3 9,1
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Table 3:

Maintaining Romanian as a language of
communication in migrant families and within
the migrant network (with friends, relatives,
their children) contributes to self-identification,
to the postponement of acculturation, which
happens in the following generations. Most of
the children and teenagers who immigrated to
Italy at the age of 10-17 continue to consider

December No2/ 2022

Romanian as their mother tongue. Those who
went to Italy for family reunification up to the
age of 10 or even younger mainly speak Italian
despite the parents’ insistence. During the
discussions they admitted they did not speak
correctly because they had not spoken
Romanian for a long time (Table 3).

The language spoken in a family related to the period of stay abroad, %

Period of

stay abroad

Romanian Mostly
and Italian Romanian
Up to 3 years 31,0 69,0
3-9years 66,7 20,8
10 years and 652 43
more
TOTAL 56,0 31,0

Source: based on the Survey data

Table 4:

Preferred language in communication with friends related to the period of stay abroad, %

The young Moldovans who emigrated to Italy
and their parents point out that the emphasis
on learning Italian was specially made in the
first years of emigration. It was aimed to help
children learn the Italian language more
quickly and support them in their school
integration process. Communication in
Romanian and interaction with the Romanian-
speaking people was limited to family
members, migrant or parish communities,
phone conversations with relatives or friends
in the home country, short visits to Moldova,
etc. Later these limitations are gone thanks to
access to the Internet and social networks,
etc.

Mostly Italian | Only Italian |an%t::§;es
0 0 0
42 63 21
26,1 43 0
8,0 40 1

The language spoken with friends reveals the
extent of young people’s tendency to integrate
into Italian society. On the other hand, they
make an attempt to preserve the knowledge of
their mother tongue. However, it depends on
the period of stay abroad and on the entourage.
The situations are very different in the cases of
mixed families; the presence of relatives and
friends; in cases of larger compatriot
communities; maintaining relations with the
country of origin, etc. There have been noticed
aspects connected with acculturation: the
longer the duration of stay abroad the less is
the communication with representatives of
one’s own community. It diminishes drastically
or even disappears (Table 4).

Romanian and Mostly . .
ltalian Romanian Mostly Italian Only Italian
Up to 3 years 35,7 60,7 0 3,6
3-9 years 45,7 26,1 17,4 10,9
Period of stay 10 vears and
abroad y 304 43 435 26,1
more
TOTAL 39,2 30,9 18,6 12,4

Source: based on the Survey data

The place of birth indicates the difference
between children of immigrants and migrant
children. If a child is born in Italy, he speaks
perfect Italian - he may have other problems in
the process of social integration, but not
linguistic. Children who come for family
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reunification must overcome first of all the
problem of learning Italian, in addition to
various other discriminations. In both cases,
they are attached labels like ,son of the
immigrant”. They are viewed with distrust,
sometimes almost with hostility.
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,Children and young people from the second generations already have a double identity: one from their
origin and the Italian one. They are raised in Italy and feel Italian. Basically, they started their education in
Italy and are perfectly integrated. Those born in ltaly take a different route, a different path. Those who came
from Moldova are a bit adrift-in any case, it's a different language, a different reality for them” - expert,
cultural mediator.

, The life of an emigrant represents the crossing of borders. Often this fact is trivialized and hidden under the
burden of racism or enormous daily difficulties. The progress we must make is to come to consider immigrants

as a resource” - reprezentative of the IDOS Centre.

Most of the respondents mentioned that at
home they speak Romanian and Italian or
predominantly Romanian. Only 7 parents from
mixed marriages indicated ltalian as the
language of communication. The migrant
parents said that they spoke Italian very well.
Migrant parents who have children born in Italy
mentioned that they had no problems with
adaptation / integration into society because
they consider Italian as a native language. These
children may have a different attitude to the
Romanian language, even in relation to their
older brothers and sisters. Children born in Italy
perceive Romanian as their ,parent's native

language”. Even if they consider Romanian as
their mother tongue, the language of the
country of residence predominates in the
children’s lives.

In mixed families children often understand
Romanian, but cannot overcome the language
barrier to speak, because Italian is a
predominant language of communication in
their families. For some of them a motivation to
learn Romanian was visiting their grandparents
in Moldova on vacations. The migrant parents
say their children born abroad learn Romanian,
but speak with an accent or with difficulty.

»We noted several cases in which Moldovan children avoid or even categorically refuse to speak Romanian
or say that they miss the country where they were born. | don’t think that the main reason would be that they
integrated perfectly into Italian society and forgot their mother tongue. Many times, the period when their
parents went abroad leaving them in someone else’s care was a traumatic experience and the children try to

marginalize this trauma” - female, Moldovan migrant association.

Children whose at least one parent is a
Moldovan citizen show good indicators of
school and social integration in Italy, though
there were some difficulties. The integration
process of Moldovan children born in Italy or
arrived in Italy at a young age (under 6 years
old) was natural, without difficulties, because
they started the cycle of integration in
educational institutions from the very
beginning. The difficulties increased for the
6-10 years old children who had started their
education in Moldova and had been without
any parental care for some period of time.

Moldovan teenagers who accompanied their
parents to Italy at the age of 12-14 and more
were the ones who encountered the most
serious problems. It influenced the period of
adolescence, the fact of being far from friends,
grandparents, relatives, and the school/locality
where they had grown up. Some of them who
emigrated to small towns in southern Italy
suffered more because of the disbalance
between expectations and the reality they had
to face. The integration process was easier in
large Italian cities. As young Moldovan migrants

mentioned, big cities offer more opportunities
to study, more perspectives, and chances to
find a job. Some young people confessed that
they had gone through complicated periods in
which they risked dropping out of school.

Many of the respondents who emigrated at
least 10 years before, said that they had
encountered various discriminatory situations
(especially those who emigrated in the early
2000s). Those who have lived in Italy for up to 3
years experienced fewer situations of this kind.
In particular, immigrant children felt
discriminated against in society, in mass media,
as well as at schools, public admini-stration
institutions, etc.

After several years of stay in Italy, over 50% of
young Moldovans applied for Italian citizenship.
Several respondents, being aware that they do
not fulfill the conditions provided by the Italian
authorities for the acquisition of citizenship,
mentioned that they would apply when they or
their parents would have 10 years of legal
residence.
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CONCLUSIONS

The study carried out with young Moldovan
migrants in Italy revealed the particularities of
the integration process in Italy. A series of
difficulties encountered by the children of
Moldovan migrants at the first stage of settling
in the host country, including episodes of
discrimination and increased vulnerability in
the case of single-parent families, have been
determined.

The Moldovan teenagers had to learn the Italian
language very quickly in order to be able to
study the school subjects, to get promoted to
the next grade at the end of the academic year
and take the exams provided by the school
program.

Several variables influenced the integration
process: the place of birth, the emigration age,
the presence of both parents, other siblings,
etc. The risk factors are the emigration in
adolescence age with its vulnerabilities; the fact
of leaving friends in Moldova when adolescents
at the age of 15 already have their group with
common interests. In their case the cultural and
psychological shock was very strong, especially
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because they had to re-integrate into the family
(sometimes in a new, mixed family) after a
period of 6-9 years.

The registration in 1-3 years lower grades, not
according to their age, increased the feeling of
non-integration and a desire to re-emigrate to
have better life prospects. The Moldovan
children, who emigrated to Italy with their
families before 2010-2014, had more
integration difficulties.

Many Moldovan teenagers say they had to work
to support their families while studying in high
school or university. They are convinced that
they did the right thing by making efforts to
integrate because the studies in Italy offered
them a lot of opportunities.

For what concerns Moldovan children born in
Italy, they pursued a natural path of integration
into society, without specific difficulties. They
partially speak Romanian, though Italian
prevails. Romanian is spoken in the families and
the children are aware that it is also their
mother tongue.
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